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1 EXAMINATION 


'WHETHER 


Any Juſt Definition 


Can be given of the 


LAW of NATURE. 


FA URIOSITY, and the Plea- 
0 ſure of accompanying a Friend, 


| whom I accidentally met going 
there, led me, laſt Monday Evening, to 
the Society in Eſſex- ſtreet, to ſit and be 
entertained with learned Strictures and 


Diſquiſitions of Variety of Queſtions, 


in Divinity, Philoſophy, and other leſs 
im portant Subjects: And, to ſay the Truth, 


8 many 


— 
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- —— — ——A—— . ::çñ 
8 A N 


ledge in the Languages and Sciences; 


[6], 


many of the Arguments, pro and con, 
appeared to be curious, entertaining, 
and capable of affording Improvement. 


I was particularly delighted with the 
Gentleman that bears the Title of 


Prefident, and ſits as Umpire n 


derator; who, when it has gone r 


ſums up the Bvidence given in upon 


both Sides of the Queſtion, and throws. 
in additional Qbſervations of his own, 
to that Scale, which, he thinks, in Juſtice 


to Truth, demands the Weight, and 


ought to Preponderate. This he does 
with unexpected Skill; &; it is Turprif- 
ing to ſee with what Eaſe, Good Senſe, 

and Gentility he executes the ſuperior? 
Office allotted him. This Perſon, by 
his Situation in Life (which, as I am 
informed, is that of a Baker) cannot 


have had thoſe Advantages that may 


ariſe from a liberal Education, nor the,” 
Opportunities Others have, who enjoy . 
that Advantage, of acquiting a Know- . 


and 


( 


f 


(#3 
and yet (I am ſorry there is the leaſt 
Juſtneſs in the Reflection) he ſpoke off 
hand to every Point with more Good 
Senſe, Propriety, Addreſs, and Convic- 
tion, than oftentimes attends even ſet 


ed me, to reflect how much in 


rſes. It concerned, and even 


vain ſome Men have had beſtowed up- 


on them an Univerſity Education; how 
ſuch muſt have läviſhed away their 


Time and Money, who are leſs acquaint- 
ed with their Bible, even in the Engliſh 


ed Wi by a 31 Trader! 


4 


Tranfſlation, are outſtripped in real and 


3 


r ene that gave 


me great Pleaſure and Satisfaction, was 


to find, that the Patrons and Aawwess 
ſeer Reselation and true Religion much 
exceeded its Opponents, in Number 

and Weight: Of this Number I am 
informed, is Dr. Sc t, a much applaud- 
ed Speaker; though I muſt obſerve, to 


the Credit of the Gentlemen in general 
10 4 A 4 who 
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: 144 
who delivered their Sentiments againſt 
any received Propoſition or Doctrine in 
Chriſtianity, that they did it with great 
Decency and becoming Conduct, pro- 
feſſing that they propoſed their Objec- 
tions, not from a Principle of oppoſing 
the Truth, as ſuch, but with a View 
rather of getting a Solution of their 
Doubts, and, by a thorough Inveſtiga- 
tion of the Truth, might be enabled to 
embrace it | more tenaciouſly, when 
found free from all Embaraſſments and 
Difficulties. And truly this ſeems to be 
a laudable Purſuit; the Bible itſelf re- 
commends this Enquiry; it requires us 
— to be able to give 4 Reaſon of the 
Hope that is in us: The Errors of the 
Jeus were charged upon them to be 
owing to an Ignorance of Moſes and _ 
the Prophets — Ye do err, not knowing 1 * 
the Scriptures. The Bereans were de- 
nominated Noble, for ſearching the (old) 
| Scriptures daily, whether the Things, 
0 taught them 7 the lh were ſo. 
| 5 For 
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[9] 


Fox Faith that is not founded upon 


Knowledge and Conviction, will have 
no Influence upon the Mind; the im- 
plicit Believer has no better Reaſon for 


believing an Article in the Bible, than 

azMabometan One in the Alcoran, or 
or à blind Jew a Fable of the Talmud. 
Faith is the Evidence of things not ſeen; 
i. e. he, who receives and aſſents to things 
of which he was not Eye-witneſs, muſt 
have ſome Evidence, ſome t, for 


the Ground of his Aſſent; the Propo- 


fition, or Matter of Fact to be believed, 
maſt, in ſome. Degree, become the 


Object of the Underſtanding, ere it 
N can that of Faith; beſides too, unleſs 


this is the Caſe, che Agent will be at- 


_ tended with little or no'Operation, and 
the leaſt Oppoſition or Attack will 
overturn ſuch a Houſe, whole only 


| Foundation is Sand. 


TAE Gentlemen of this Society, 
therefore, ſo long 28 — examine Points 
in 


4 


i 


in Divinity and Philoſophy with Mo- 
deſty, Candour, and an honeſt humble 
Mind (for I appeal to the Judgment 
of every Man of Common Senſe and 
Decency, whether theſe Subjects are not 
too ſacred and important to be t 
with Levity, Prejudice, or Raillery, for 

fear leſt they ſhould be true) ſo long 

they ſeem to make no ill Uſe of the 
Liberty allowed by our Civil and Ec- oa 
cleſiaſtical Government. þ 


& 
1 TROUGH T it Ney to ſay thos) 
much before | proceeded. to the Conſi-,, 
deration of a Queſtion, debated by theſe 
Gentlemen, in which T could not re- 

frain intereſting myſelf, in wiſhing Suc- 
ceſs to one particular Side, The 6 5 


ſtion. was this — 


17 bether A juſt Definition can b 
given of the Law of Nature? ManyAr- 
guments occurred to me, during the De- 
bate; on the Ne but as I had 


; 7 NEVET 
* Þ 


2 


11 
never, frequented this Society, I could not 
prevail upon myſelf to offer thoſe 
Thoughts on my firſt Appearance : And 
as the Queſtion is of great Importance, 
and was not anſwered altogether to my 
Satisfaction, I chooſe to deliver my Sen- 
timents in this way, and hope they will 


not be unacceptable, or unentertaining, 
to the candid Reader. 4 


Tur Queſtion went ond twice, 
and what occur'd to me on the Occa- 
fion ſhall be introduced by what I can 
recollect, that is moſt material of the 
Arguments brought by the Opponents 
and Reſpondents; eich in their turns 
down one Side of the Room, from 
the left Hand of the Preſident, and 
returning up the other to his * 
Hand. a 


"Tus fiſt that 1 held the negative 
Side of the Queſtion, and endeavoured to 
prove the Inſufficiency of theLaw of Na- 
ture, from a Conſideration of © the vile 

cc « and 


1 


« and deſpicable Practices formerly a- 
« mong the Egyptians, and the wild 
ec Indians to this Day — of its poor | 
« and weak Efforts among even the 
« wiſeſt Heathens, who were ever diſ- .Wm* 
« agreeing among themſelves, about the 
« Duties of Morality, the Nature and 11 
« End of Man, and his Obligations; . 
« that in ſocial Duties more was con- 
„ tained in that one Rule of our Sa- 
« viouf — Whatſoever ye would that 
&« Men ſhould do unto you, even fo do ye! 
« unto them, than in all the Writings . 
« of the Philoſophers put together, &ci 
« — that they never taught the Duty. 
te of loving our Enemies. | 


A remarkable thin Gentleman ſecond- * 
ed this Argument, by obſerving, with a 
| good deal of Ingenuity, that the Philo- 
. «. ſophers were in great Perplexity about 
« the Immortality of the Soul. 


1 had no Notion of the Reſurrection of 
Rr. e the - 


e 

the Body and a future State, — that 
« even Socrates, the firſt, and greateſt 
«© moral Philoſopher, juſt before his 
Death, confeſſed he was in Doubt 
and Uncertainty, what Mn be- 
come of him.” 


our (who had the An of a 
good honeſt Mechanic) towards the Bot- 
tom of the Room, on the Want Hand 
of the Preſident, obſerved, — © that Man 
e js in a,State of Sin and Imperfection, 
ee and of courſe liable to offend his Cre- 
«ator, and that unaſſiſted Reaſon could 
© never inform him how his Offences 
% could be remitted by infinite Mercy 
« conſiſtent with infinite Juſtice, —that 
Revelation only afforded Hope and 
« Conſolation to finful Man; — that twas 
ce beyond the Ken of the Eye of Na- 
tc ture, to diſcover how MercyandTruth 
« are met together; how Rightcouſhe » 
« and Peace have kiſſed each other. 
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A Gentleman that fat up higher, in 
the Window, roſe up next, Sagacity itſelf, 


whoſeCountenance beſpoke Drollery, and 
his veryLook was Repartee; accordingly 
as one would expect, he attack d every 
Queſtion that came before him with great 


Archneſs and Pleaſantry; partieularly, 


I obſerved, he exerted all his Keetirieſs 
and Poignancy againſt Queſtions that 


related to Chriftianity, arid ſeemed to * 


be a kind of Nimrod, a mighty Hunter 
before the Lord. He reſponded to this 
Effect: I have been liſtening all this 
© while with great Attention, expect- 


te ing that ſome Gentleman before me 


&« would have ſpeke directly tothe Que- 
« ſtion, but tõ my great Surprize I am 


e diſappointed. No one that has hithetto 


e ſpoke, has faid any thing to the Point 
« jn Debate: they have all in their 
« Turns been comparing Revelation and 


e the Law of Nature together, and ex- 
cc Patiating on the Excellencies of the 


“& firſt, 


[151 
« firſt, and the Deficiencies of the lat- 
< ter, notdire&tly proving, that therecan 
ce be no, juſt - Definition vous of the 
©« Law of — , 


40 "Pak my Part, E ucts that * 
% Man can entertain a Doubt about the 


t reality of the Law of Nature: how 


« derogatory is it to the Goodneſs and 
% MWiſdom of God, who made every 
„Thing for ſome End, and fitted each 
4 in its kind for Happineſs ; to ſuppoſe 
* he excluded Man, not fitting him for 
«Happineſs, by planting in his Nature 
« a Principle that ſhould guide him to 
tc that End? Was Man left without a 


Rule and Law of Action till Mo/es's 
e Inſtitution? Did he remain in Dark- 


te neſs and Ignorance till the Appear- 
c ance of Chriſt ? Tis abſurd to ſup- 
«© poſe it. There is then a Neceſſity 
10 fot the Law of Nature, and therefore 


ce doubtleſs a juſt Definition! of it may 
gc Ne given. As to what was juſt now 
« obſerved, 
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{ 16] 
« obſerved, that Man is in a lapſed State, 
« whereby his Powers, and rational Fa- 
« cultics are much impaired, and ſo 
« Nature is unable to diſcover readily 
« and ſufficiently the Duties and Obli- 
« gations to God and his Neighbour, as 


« he might have done in a State of Inno- 
« cence and Perfection; and that there- 


« fore Revelation was given to help his 
« Labours and ſupply his Deficiencies : 


« I anſwer, — This is allowing a Law 


« of Nature, and proving, that Reve- 
« lation is a Republication only of this 
« Original, pure Law. — This is there- 


« fore granting what I would contend 


ec for, 


« AGAIN, as to the Diſagreement 
« among the Philoſophers about the 
« Duties of Morality, the ſame Objec- 
te tion bears hard upon Chriſtians and 
« Chriſtian Divines, who are ever 
« wrangling and diſputing.” | 


"if | HERE 
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Hann another made anſwer, . that . 
© Chriſtians of all Denominations were 
e agreed as to the Eſſentials of Religion; 


- « ſuch as, the fallen State of Man, 

Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, and — 
. © that without Holineſs no Man * ſee 
ce the Lord. 


Tux next Gentleman, being the laſt 


but one towards the upper End, argued 


thus, There are certain Inſtincts and 
« Laws impreſſed upon all created Be- 
« ings: we find this to be the Caſe in 
e the inanimate, animal, and vegetable 
* Kingdom, and why ſhould not the 
« fame hold — in the rational ?” 


Tus laſt Gentleman that ſpoke was 
alſo a ſtrenuous Advocate for the Af- 
firmative ; he was very pathetic and me- 

lancholy — that any Gentleman thou'd 
offer to deny the Law of Nature, He 
Ne his Concern in a low Tone of 


B Voice, 


1181 

Voice, with the dying Falls of /quipe- * 
dalia Verba Eyes, Hands, and Head 
too beuniled, in Dumb-ſhew, the dire 
Uſage of the Law of Nature. — Tis 
with infinite Concern, ſays he, I am * 
forc'd ſometimes to hear the Clergy, even 
from the Pulpit, talk againſt, and depre- 
ciate the Law of Nature, whoſe Bright-- 
neſs is like the Sun at Noon-day, and 
its Influence as teeming and ** 


1. 
Tub us s the Queſtion having gone round, 


the Preſident proceeds to Judgment and. 
Determination; but here, to my great 
Concern, my Memory fails me: I can 
only recollect, that he was for joining to- 
gether natural Religion and Revelation 


2 
. 
. 


E thatthey ought to be Friends, and go 


Hand and Hand, be joint Help- Meets, 
and lend each other a friendly Aid. 


I mean drawling Words, as it were drawn out 
fix feet long; the Reader; I hope, will excuſe my 
Whim of applying the Word * a 2 _ 
from Horace. 28 | 


151 

| +» 1 
* Tn E Reader will now pleaſe to oppoſe 
me to be in the Room, and on the ſecond 
Courſe of the Queſtion to ſpeak laſt, di- 
recting myſelf to the Preſident as fol- 


lows I humbly-apprehend, Sir, no 


Juſt Definition can be- given of the 


turned to me a ſecond time, apparent- 
ly, as far unſetted as when it was 
"firſt made a Queſtion : I have therefore 
no Need to go to Greece or Rome, Egypt 
or the Indies for Arguments againſt the 


Law of Nature-: that there is a Law of 


Nature, or what that Law eis, with 


Submiſſion, I think 'tis hard, if not im- 
practicable, to determine to the Satiſ- 
faction of Mankin in general: of this 
the preſen Debate affords an evident 


ed, and detetminate, e er it can have an 
Opportunity of being obligatory; but 
this, called the Law of Nature, ſeems to 
de _ moſt ng, uncertain Thing 
| B 2 in 


Proof. A Law ought to be manifeſt, fix- 


[2] 

in the World. I remember Mr. Lock 
ſomewhere ſays, — the Term Virtue is 
very vague and indeterminate, carrying 
with different Men different Meanings; 


that manyActions which with us are de- 


nominated virt#04s, bear among other 
Nations a Name, the very reverſe and 
vice verſa, Juſt ſyeb is the Law of Na- 
ture: hence therefore there appears a 


Neceflity for ſame Standard of Duty, 


ſome certain Rule of Action; but where 


ſhall we find this unleſs in our Bible; the 
written Word of God is the only Stand- 


ard of Truth, the Siluer purify'd in the 


Fire ſeven times, i. e. compleatly. 


. "6 perhaps impoſlible, in the pre- 
ſent Situation of Things, to determine 


what is diſcovetable by Reafog, and what 


is not, Reaſon is now under the Influ- 
ence and Aſſiſtance of Revelation; and 
it would be altogether as rational to a- 
ſcribe that Brightneſs to the glimmering 
Light of a Taper, which proceeds from 


— 


Ho 
the Sun at Noon- day, or to affirm the 
borrow'd Light of the Moon to be its 
own Property, as that the Illumination 
we enjoy by the full Light of Revela- 
tion isowing to the Twilight of Reaſon. 
View the State of Mankind by Retro- 
ſpection; what was their Diſcoveries 
and Knowledge upon whom the Light 
of Revelation had not ſhone. To go no 
farther than our own UIſland. That Gen- 
tleman in the Windo w, I fancy, - would 
- ſearce have been ſo poignant, had he had 
no more aſſiſtance than thoſerude unpo- 
liſh'd Beings Julius Ceſar found on his 
landing on this Ifland. 


Was I to aſk this Gentleman, what is 
doing in the next Room, or to give a De- 
tail of every Thing on the Houſe-Top, 
the Extraordinarineſs of the Queſtion, I 
ſuppoſe, would make. him give me one of 
his ſide-arch Looks, and to anſwer me 
very ſhort, How can I tell? Why, then, 
Sir, will you pretend to tell me by the 
help of ſhort-ſighted Reaſon, who exiſts 
| B 3 above 


[22] 
above the Heavens? What was done be- 
fore the Creation and Formation of this 
Syſtem? What is now doing beyond It, 
or what will be done when it ſhall be no 
more? If you can't do the leſs, why will 
you imagine you can the greater? Had 
you ever, like St. Paul, been caught up 
into the third Heavens, and ſeen what, or 
more than he did, I ſhould expect you 
to be able to give me ſome account, tho 
even then your Intelligence would be ex- 
tremely imperfect and deficient: gr again, 


was I to alk that Gentleman, who fays . 


the Law of Natureis as clear as the Sun 
at Noon-day, what are my Thoughts, 
what is my Will and Pleaſure? Perhaps 
be would anſwer me, —To do that it is 

the Property of Omnicience only. Why 
then Sir, will you take upon you to af- 
firm, you can diſcover the Will and Plea- 
fure of God without his ſpecial Informa- 
tion? 'T muſt beg Leave to purſue this 

Ks 4 che n a _ EY 
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becauſe it appears to be a ſelf- evident Con- 
futation of the Law of Nature. No one, 
ſays he, hows the Things even of a Man, 
Jave the Spirit of a Man that 1s in him. 
One Man cannot diſcover the Will and 
Pleaſure of another without Informa- 
tion; and if he aims at pleaſing him by 
Gueſſes and Conjectures, inſtead of gain- 
ing his Eſteem and Approbation, he may 
chance to incur his Diſpleaſure and Re- 
ſentment ; eſpecially if the Perſon to be 
pleas d had made known his Will in 
Writing, but the other not only neglect- 
ing to read it, but rejecting it as unne- 
ceſſary, cheoſes to act of his own Head; 
for Miſtakes in this Caſe are inexcuſa- 
ble, nay doubly criminal ; here Sincerity 
and Doing the beſt have no Plea : even 
fo knoweth no one the Things of God, but 
the Spirit of God, Again, Sir, 


Ir is a Truthuniverſally allow'd, that 
all our Knowledge is derived from Sen- 
ſäation, or, that we have no innate Ideas, 

| B 4 | none 


[24] 


node but what ariſe fromthe Impreſiions 


of external Objects uponitheSenſes : Ma- 


terial Things then are the Objects only 


of the Senſes, and conſequently of the 
Underſtanding, Is it not therefore, Sit, 
ſelf-evident, that Man, had he remained 
only in a State of Nature, muſt have 
been entirely ignorant of ſpiritual Things, 
inaſmuch as they are not the Objects of 
his Senſes? Had Man been without Re- 


velation, he would never have thought, 


or ſuſpected that there was any other 


Subſtance or Eſſence, but what he ſaw 
or felt, ſinee his Knowledge could never 
by natural means only have riſen higher 
than 10 7 Fountain Head, Nature. N 


TH1s muſt Hang! len the Caſs with 
Man, even in his State of Innocence; 
and his Maker muſt have given him a 
Revelation, and that too by material 


Images, conveying fpiritual Things 
through the Medium of natural. - Por, 


had his Condition ey otherwiſe, have 
ing, 


[#31 
ing, as a Gentleman juſt now ſuppoſed, 
innate Ideas, or fixed Inſtincts and Laws 
impreſſed upon his Mind, he would 
not have been a free Agent, conſequent- 


ly not rewardable or accountable, but 
would have been as paſſive and as in- 
voluntary in his Actions as the inani- 
mate, vegetable, and animal Creation. 
Man, then, muſt have had a Revela- 
tion before the Fall, and a freſh one 
after. And Myſes's Inſtitution, bating 
ſome things, which, as the Apoſtle ſays, 
were added becauſe of Tranſsreſſion, 
was a Republication, or committing to 
Writing the Revelation that had been 
made to Adam and the Patriarchs. And 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation is the Comple- 
tion of the Moſaic ; Chriſ came not 
to deſtroy the Law and the Prophets, 
but to fulfil; to realize the Types, and 
execute the Prophecies. Man, therefore, 
was not left in Darkneſs and Ignorance, 


till the Appearance of Moſes and Chriſt, 
nor ai DireQions capable of con- 
ducting 


[26] 
ducting him to, Happineſs Here and 
Hereafter :-So that Chriſtianity,” as the 
Author of a Letter. to a Biſhop ſays, is 
indeed, almoſt as old as the Creation. I 
am ready, with ſome Reſtrictions, to join 

iſſue with Mr. Preſident: I willingly 
grant, that Reaſon, from Obſervations 
of material Relations (which, by the 
by; as they are created, deſtroys the No- 
tion of eternal Fitneſs of things) may 
determine many ſocial Duties; but theſe 
alone will not lead him to the Know- 
ledge and Love of God, or render him 
acceptable in his Sight, and, therefore, 
can never carry him to Heaven, or make 
him happy there; becauſe the Beat iſic 
Viſion and Cbarity (which, in its primary 
Application, is the Love of God) takes 
place, and there is no Opportunity for 
the Practice of moral or ſocial Duties in 
Heaven, I agree with you, then, Sir, Re- 
velation and Reaſon ought to be Friends, 
and, where they can, aſſiſt each other, 
EW what has been obſerved, it ſeems 


clear, 


1&] 


cleat, that ſpiritual things are amen 
the Reach of unaſſiſted Reaſon; the 
Warld by Wiſdom knew not God; tbe 
natural Man receiveth not the things of 
God, for they are Fooliſhneſi unto him, 
neither can be know them, becauſe they 


are ſpiritually diſcerned, Here it is 


ſelf-evident, Reaſon has no Hand to 


hold out to the Afliſtance of Revela- 
tion, which can lend a friendly Aid to 
feeble Nature, though Nature cannot, 


reciprocally, herein, to Revelation. If 


ſpiritual, 7. e. Things relating altogether 
to God and another State, as they are 
not within the View, could never natu- 
rally have been the Objects of Reaſon; 
then, Sir, I hambly apprehend, no juſt 
Definition can be given of the Law of 
Nature: For a proper and juſt Defini- 
tionis that which'is — adequate, or com- 
"= prehenſive, ſo as to take in the whole 
of what is to be defined.” The Matter 
before us is ſuch a Law as can reach 
15 and influence Man, with reſpect 
| to 
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to his State Here and Hereafter ; but, 
we have before proved; Natute has no 


ſuch Law ; therefore no juſt Definition 
can be Fives of the Law of Nature. 


Ir, is a Tenet nifly maintained by 


the Patrons for Natural Religion — that 
Reaſon alone can diſcover... that the 


World was created. The ;Arguments 
brought by Rationaliſts, in Proof of 
this ſeem by no means concluſive. 
Beſides, an inſpired Apoſtle was quite 
of another Mind, who ſays , — through 
Faith we underſtand that the Worlds 
were framed by the Word of God, 6 
that things which are ſeen, were not 
made of things which. do appear. And 
Common Senſe ſpeaks the ſame; for 
the Creation of the World is a Matter 
of Fact, which neither we, our Fore- 
fathers, nor even the firſt Man ſaw; 
conſequently it is an Article, not of 
Senſe, but of Faith. Had the firſt 
Man all his Life-tame been ſuſpended 

in 
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in the Air, and been enabled to take a 
View. of the terraqueous and celeftial 


even this would not have ſhewn 
the Creator of it, ar whether it 


hin 
was created. Indeed he could have diſ- 


cerned mighty Wiſdom and Power in 
the Contrivance and Completion of this 


Machine; but would never have known 
by this Means only, H#bo'or Hbat the 
Contriver and Framer of it was, his 
Habitation, or any other Particularity 
whatever: He might have gueſſed this 
or that, or any thing about it; in- 
dulged the Whim that Chance brought 
it into Being. or that itſelf was Eternal; 
but would never have been at any Cer- 
tainty about it, unleſs he was told by 
the Eye - witneſs, the Author of it; and, 
till this. was done, muſt have paid his 
Adorations to the gyvwee 25g. What is, 
therefore, this Idol, Natural Religion? 
We know it is nothing in the World, 
and its Profeſſors and Worſhi pers 
warſe than nothing. 


I HAVE 


- 
en — — 
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1 nave hw s Sy of a rin | 
Gentleman, who has, in every reſſct, 
an agreeable Lady to his Wife, and 
agreeable Children; a Man of a — 
derable Fortune and Family; who acts 
as moſt polite Gentlemen of Family and 


Fortune do, that is to ſay, among other 


things; keeps his Country Houſe, and his 


Country” Ladies, his Town - Houſe and 


his Town Ladies; is regular in no Ir 
regularity, ſo much as in amply reward- 


ing ſome, who, keeping a good 'Look- 
out, bring him early Intelligence when 


any handſome young Girl comes freſſi 


upon the Town, that he may indulge 
and comply with the Law of Nature. 


For this Gentleman, bemę aſked ſeriouſly 


ho he could act thus? as ſeriouſly an- 


wered, 1 look upon it as my Duty to 
obey the Dictates of Nature; as long 
as Nature dictated to me to lo my 


Wife, ſo long I did fo; but when Na- 


ture dictated to me to love another, the 
5 F itneſs 


(31} 
Fitneſs of things required a Compli- 
ance; and again, when any freſh en- 


gaging Object preſents, and Nature di- 
tes, I am all Obedience. 


Loox abroad, Gentlemen, take a 
View of the Actions of the beſt Pa- 
trons and Advocates for Natural Reli- 
gion, and be convinced that Nature has 
not Principles and Data of its own, ſuffi- 
cient and proper to adorn a Man even 
with ſocial Goodneſs; but much leſs 
will it ever lead him to Heaven: it is an 
ignis fatuus; beware of this miſchiev- 
ous Guide, ye Quakers, Methodiſts, and 
Deiſts | 
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